McCain-Feingold-Lieberman-Feinstein prioritization amendment to WRDA 

a meaningful mechanism to help establish national funding priorities

Why do we need Prioritization?
The Corps currently has $58 billion of authorized, but not yet constructed projects on the books. WRDA 2006 is likely to add another $12 billion to this figure. With roughly $2 billion a year in Corps’ construction funding, it would take over 35 years just to clear the backlog.

We need a comprehensive prioritization system to ensure that Congress has the information it needs to direct limited federal resources to meet the nation’s most urgent needs.  The McCain-Feingold amendment would inject transparency and public accountability into federal funding decisions.

The McCain-Feingold-Lieberman-Feinstein Amendment would allow the Water Resources Coordinating Committee, an interagency task force established in WRDA 2006 to prioritize the likely universe of Corps construction projects. The system would:
· establish transparent, project-specific national priority criteria;

· classify projects either currently under construction or authorized in the last ten years into a tier system based on that criteria; 
· issue a non-binding prioritization report to the authorizing and appropriations committees, as well as the Office of Management and Budget to help guide them in their funding decisions. This report would also be made available to the public.
By contrast, the Inhofe-Bond amendment would change little of the priority-free system that has failed the country. Their version would:    

· be prepared by the Corps, controlled by the Corps, evaluated by the Corps and reported by the Corps, locking out input from other relevant water resource agencies such as Department of Homeland Security;
· create a vague “rating” system akin to one where the Chief of Engineers gives grades without an overall GPA; 
· uses criteria clearly devised to skew ratings toward particular types of Corps projects; and
· submit rating report to only authorizing committee, thus sending the signal that this information is not intended to help set funding priorities and not intended to be transparent for the public.
The current lack of clear water resource priorities is damaging the nation’s economic development, transportation systems and ability to protect citizens and property from natural disasters. The status quo has failed America. The McCain-Feingold-Lieberman-Feinstein amendment would move the nation toward establishing water resource priorities, the Inhofe-Bond amendment is designed to ignore priorities for politics.
