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Statement of U.S. Senators Russ Feingold and John McCain

On the Need for Real Army Corps of Engineers Reform

“As the Senate prepares to take up the Water Resources Development Act, we have the chance to finally reform the Army Corps of Engineers. The Army Corps has provided this nation with valuable services, but the current process, which allows tens of millions of taxpayer dollars to be spent on low priority or poorly designed Corps projects, is fundamentally broken. That is why we will be offering common sense amendments during the full Senate’s debate on WRDA. The amendments are based on the Feingold-McCain Water Resources Planning and Modernization Act, which is designed to help the Corps identify the highest priority projects so that taxpayer dollars can go where they are most needed. 

As we approach the one-year anniversary of Hurricane Katrina, we not only find ourselves with over 10 years of government reports indicating the need to modernize the Corps, but we also have the Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee and the Army corps itself acknowledging serious mistakes in its review process. Congress must provide the leadership to pass long-overdue reforms so that we can better protect our communities and our environment, in a fiscally responsible manner. It would be deeply irresponsible to allow the Corps to continue “business as usual” in light of everything we’ve learned.” 

