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In hopes of raising awareness about conservation and river preservation, nine paddlers are making a 234-mile trip on the Ohio River as part of the Great Ohio River Paddle. During their voyage, the paddlers will stop in communities from Portsmouth, Ohio, to New Albany, to educate people about the river. They started their trip June 20.

The paddlers who are from Ohio, Kentucky, New Jersey and New York will make a stop in Madison at about 3 p m, June 30.

While in Madison, the paddlers will be available to talk to passersby about the river and about the Ohio River Foundation, which is hosting the Great Ohio River Paddle. The paddlers will stay in Madison overnight, camping on the banks of the river and departing at about 7 a.m. to complete the next leg of their journey.

Dr. Chris Lorentz, director of the Center of the Ohio River Research and Education at Thomas More College, will give a presentation about the history of the river at 7 p.m. June 30 at the gazebo in Lamplighter Park.

Linda Lytle of the Madison Area Convention and Visitors Center said she is excited that Madison will serve as a host city for the paddle.

“This organization is really strong on ecology and preserving the river,” Lytle said.

The Ohio River Foundation is a nonprofit organization that works to protect and preserve the water quality of the Ohio River. The foundation promotes scientific research on the river and public involvement in river education.

By making the 14-day expedition down the river in canoes and kayaks, the paddlers are hoping to make people more curious about the Ohio River as well as the wildlife and communities that surround it.

“This event is unique,” Rich Cogen, executive director of the Ohio River Foundation, said in a press release. “I’m not aware of any other event in the country that enables so many communities, over such a great distance, to work on the same event involving a natural resource that is very important to them.”

During their trip, paddlers will stop in 15 host communities along the river, raising funds for the Ohio River Foundation’s education programs.

In addition to its nine scheduled paddlers, the Great Ohio River Paddle is also open to those interested in taking part in day paddles.

Day paddles will be held for people who are relatively new to paddling and those who are veterans of the sport.  Day paddles will take place June 26 from Newport, KY to Sayler Park, Ohio; June 27 from Sayler Park to Rising Sun, and July 3 from Louisville to New Albany. The paddles are $30 June 27 and July 3 and $40 June 26.

To register for a day paddle or for more information about the Great Ohio River Paddle, visit www.ohioriverfdn. org.

